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Russian forces on Friday
pounded the last Ukrainian

strongholds in a separatist-
controlled eastern province of
Ukraine, including a city where
authorities said 1,500 people
have been killed and 60% of
residential buildings destroyed
since the start of the war. 

Ukraine's foreign minister
warned that without a new
injection of foreign weapons,
Ukrainian forces would not be
able to stop Russia from seiz-
ing Sievierodonetsk and near-
by Lysychansk, locations that
are crucial to Russia's goal of
capturing all of Ukraine's
industrial Donbas region. 

The cities are the last areas
under Ukrainian control in
Luhansk, one of two provinces
that make up the region.
Russian forces have made slow
but persistent advances as they
bombarded and sought to
encircle both Lysychansk and
Sievierodonetsk.

"The Russians are pound-

ing residential neighborhoods
relentlessly," regional gover-
nor Serhiy Haidai wrote in a
Telegram post Friday. "The
residents of Sievierodonetsk
have forgotten when was the
last time there was silence in
the city for at least half an
hour."

Russian shelling killed four
people in the city over the past
24 hours, he said. 

Mayor Oleksandr Stryuk
said late Thursday that at least
1,500 people have been killed
in Sievierodonetsk since Russia
invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24.
About 12,000 to 13,000 remain
in the city - down from a pre-
war population of about
100,000 - and 60% of residen-
tial buildings have been
destroyed, he said.

Stryuk said a Russian
reconnaissance and sabotage
group entered a city hotel, and
that the main road between
neighboring Lysychansk and
the city of Bakhmut to the
southwest remains open, but
travel is dangerous. He said

only 12 people were able to be
evacuated Thursday.

In Donetsk, the Donbas

region's other province, Russia-
backed rebels claimed Friday to
have taken control of Lyman, a

large railway hub north of two
more key cities that remained
under Ukrainian control. 

There was no immediate
confirmation from Ukrainian
officials.

With Ukraine's hopes of
stopping the Russian advance
fading, Ukrainian Foreign
Minister Dmytro Kuleba plead-
ed with Western nations to pro-
vide his country with more
weapons so its defenders were
equipped to "push (the Russian
forces) back." "We need heavy
weapons. The only position
where Russia is better than us,
it's the amount of heavy
weapons they have. Without
artillery, without multiple
launch rocket systems we won't
be able to push them back,"
Kuleba said in a video posted
on Twitter Thursday night.

He said the situation in the
east was "even worse than peo-
ple say. ... If you really care for
Ukraine, weapons, weapons
and weapons again."

In his nightly address to the
nation, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy had
some harsh words for the
European Union, which has
not agreed on a sixth round of
sanctions that includes an
embargo on Russian oil.

"Of course, I am grateful to
our friends who are promoting
new sanctions," the Ukrainian
leader said. "But where did
those who block the sixth
package get so much power?
Why are they still allowed to
have so much power, including
in intra-European procedures?

Zelenskyy also spoke
bluntly about what's at stake in
the battle for eastern Ukraine.

"Pressure on Russia is lit-
erally a matter of saving lives,"
he said. "And every day of
delay, weakness, various dis-
putes or proposals to appease'
the aggressor at the expense of
the victim is new killed
Ukrainians. And new threats to
everyone on our continent."

Moscow pressed the West
on Thursday to lift sanctions
already imposed over the war,
seeking to shift the blame for
a growing global food crisis
that has been worsened by
Kyiv's inability to ship millions
of tons of grain and other
agricultural products while
under attack. 
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Moscow has pressed the
West  to lift sanctions

against Russia over the war in
Ukraine, seeking to shift the
blame for a growing food cri-
sis that has been worsened by
Kyiv's inability to ship millions
of tons of grain and other agri-
cultural products due to the
conflict.

Britain immediately
accused Russia of "trying to
hold the world to ransom,"
insisting there would be no
sanctions relief, and a top U.S.
Diplomat blasted the "sheer
barbarity, sadistic cruelty and
lawlessness" of the invasion.

Russian President
Vladimir Putin told Italian
Prime Minister Mario Draghi
that Moscow "is ready to make
a significant contribution to
overcoming the food crisis
through the export of grain
and fertilizer on the condition

that politically motivated
restrictions imposed by the
West are lifted," according to a
Kremlin readout of the call.

Ukraine is one of the
world's largest exporters of
wheat, corn and sunflower oil,
but the war and a Russian
blockade of its ports has halt-
ed much of that flow, endan-
gering world food supplies.
Many of those ports are now
also heavily mined.

Russia also is a significant
grain exporter, and Kremlin
spokesman Dmitri Peskov said
the West "must cancel the
unlawful decisions that ham-
per chartering ships and
exporting grain." His com-
ments appeared to be an effort
to lump the blockade of
Ukrainian exports with what
Russia says are its difficulties
in moving its own goods.

Western officials have dis-
missed those claims. U.S.
Secretary of State Antony

Blinken noted last week that
food, fertilizer and seeds are
exempt from sanctions
imposed by the U.S. And many
others - and that Washington
is working to ensure countries
know the flow of those goods
should not be affected.

With the war grinding into
its fourth month, world lead-
ers have ramped up calls for
solutions. World Trade
Organization Director-General
Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala said
about 25 million tons of
Ukrainian grain is in storage
and another 25 million tons

could be harvested next
month.

European countries have
tried to ease the crisis by mov-
ing grain out of the country by
rail - but trains can carry only
a small fraction of what
Ukraine produces, and ships
are needed for the bulk of the
exports.

At the same time, the
Russian Defense Ministry pro-
posed corridors to allow for-
eign ships to leave ports along
the Black Sea, as well as
Mariupol on the Sea of Azov.

Mikhail Mizintsev, who
heads Russia's National
Defense Control Center, said
70 foreign vessels from 16
countries are in six ports on the
Black Sea, including Odesa,
Kherson and Mykolaiv. He
did not specify how many
might be ready to carry food.

Ukrainian Foreign

Minister Dmytro Kuleba said
his country was ready to agree
on safe corridors in principle
- but that it was not sure it
could trust that Russia "will not
violate the agreement on the
safe passage and its military
vessels will not sneak into the
harbor and attack Odesa."

British Foreign Secretary
Liz Truss said Putin was "try-
ing to hold the world to ran-
som" by demanding some
sanctions be lifted before
allowing Ukrainian grain ship-
ments to resume.

"He's essentially
weaponized hunger and lack of
food among the poorest peo-
ple around the world," Truss
said on a visit to Sarajevo.
"What we cannot have is any
lifting of sanctions, any
appeasement, which will sim-
ply make Putin stronger in the
longer term."

Putin said "it's impossible,
utterly unrealistic in the mod-
ern world" to isolate Russia.
Speaking via video to members
of the Eurasian Economic
Forum, which is comprised of
several ex-Soviet nations, he
said those who try would "pri-
marily hurt themselves," citing
broken food supply chains.

Michael Carpenter, the
U.S. Ambassador to the
Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe, urged
its members to provide
Ukraine with what it needs to
defend itself against Putin's
"revanchist delusions."

If Russia achieved "success"
in Ukraine, "there would be
more horrific reports from fil-
tration camps, more forcibly
displaced people, more sum-
mary executions, more torture,
more rape, and more looting,"
Carpenter said in Vienna.
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AUkrainian regional gover-
nor says that four people

have been killed in the eastern
city of Sievierodonetsk over the
past 24 hours by Russian
shelling.

One more person was
killed by a Russian shell in the
village of Komushuvakha.

Serhiy Haidai, the governor
of the Luhansk region, wrote in
a Telegram post on Friday that
"the residents of
Sievierodonetsk have forgotten
when was the last time there
was silence in the city for at
least half an hour".

He said that "the Russians
are pounding residential neigh-
bourhoods relentlessly".
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Belarusian President
Alexander Lukashenko

said he was forming a south-
ern military command and
sending battalion tactical
groups to the area that borders
Ukraine.

Lukashenko did not give
details, but battalion tactical
groups typically consist of
mechanized infantry including
tanks. The territory of Belarus
was used for rocket attacks on
Ukraine, but the military of
Belarus did not take part in the
Russian ground operation.

Ukrainian authorities have
expressed concern that Belarus
may agree to a wider partici-
pation in the war.

Western allies are consid-
ering whether to allow Russian
oligarchs to buy their way out
of sanctions and using the
money to rebuild Ukraine,
according to government offi-
cials familiar with the matter.

Canadian Deputy Prime
Minister and Finance Minister
Chrystia Freeland proposed
the idea at a G-7 finance min-
isters' meeting in Germany
last week.

Freeland raised the issue
after oligarchs spoke to her
about it, one official said. The
Canadian minister knows
some Russian oligarchs from
her time as a journalist in
Moscow. The official said the
Ukrainians were aware of the
discussions. The official said
it's also in the West's interests
to have prominent oligarchs
dissociate themselves with
Russian President Vladimir

Putin while at the same time
providing funding for Ukraine.

The officials spoke on con-
dition of anonymity as they
were not authorized to speak
publicly about internal G-7 dis-
cussions.

Finland's Prime Minister
Sanna Marin has become the
latest European leader to visit
Ukraine.

Marin met with Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy on Thursday in
Kyiv.

Finnish public broadcast-
er YLE says she also visited the
towns of Bucha and Irpin
where Russian soldiers are
alleged to have killed civilians.

Zelenskyy thanked Marin
for Finland's weapons deliver-
ies and its support for sanc-
tions against Russia.

Jolted by Russia's invasion
of Ukraine, Finland recently
broke with its policy of non-
alignment and applied for
membership in NATO, togeth-
er with neighboring Sweden.

The head of the Russia-
backed separatist region in
eastern Ukraine says that there
may be more Ukrainian fight-
ers hiding at the sprawling
Azovstal steel mill in Mariupol,
even after Moscow officially
declared the operation of tak-
ing control over it successful
and completed.

Denis Pushilin of the
Donetsk People's Republic said
of the Ukrainian fighters on
Thursday: "They could be hid-
ing....They could be lost some-
where, lagged behind" the ones
who surrendered and were
captured.

The Russian military
declared Azovstal and all of
Mariupol "completely liberat-
ed" on May 20 and reported

that a total of 2,439 fighters had
come out of the last pocket of
Ukrainian resistance in the
besieged city.
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